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ﬁk BEGIN IN PRAYER

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen
o ))) LISTEN

o Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell in
your ears and heart.

e Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.
John 15:17-27
Jesus said to his disciples, “I am giving you these commands so that you may love one
another. “If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. If you
belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. Because you do not belong to
the world, but I have chosen you out of the world-- therefore the world hates you.
Remember the word that I said to you, ‘Servants are not greater than their master.” If they
persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But
they will do all these things to you on account of my name, because they do not know him
who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin; but now they
have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done
among them the works that no one else did, they would not have sin. But now they have
seen and hated both me and my Father. It was to fulfill the word that is written in their law,
‘They hated me without a cause.” When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from
the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You
also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.”

REFLECT & SHARE

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
°o? then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.
o What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?
(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)
» What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?
» How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus?
o (For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?
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ﬁt BEGIN IN PRAYER

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen
I ))) LISTEN

o Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell in
your ears and heart.
» Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.

Revelation 21:1-6a

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be
with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning
and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away." And the
one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he said,
"Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said to me, "It is done!
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end."

REFLECT & SHARE

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.

O

°o0

o What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?
(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)

o What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?

o How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus?

o (For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?
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ﬁ\ BEGIN IN PRAYER

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen
) LISTEN

* Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell
in your ears and heart.
» Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness--on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David
and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Q REFLECT & SHARE
O

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.

o What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?
(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)

o What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?

o How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus?

o (For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?




