DWELLING IN THE WORD
Adapted for Small Group, Family, & Individual Use
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ﬁk BEGIN IN PRAYER

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen
]) LISTEN

o Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell in
your ears and heart.
» Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.

Mark 16:15-20

Jesus said to the apostles, "Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the
whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who
does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe:
by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will
pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them:;
they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover." So then the Lord Jesus, after
he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of
God. And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord
worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it.

REFLECT & SHARE

o Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.

What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?
(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)

What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?
How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus?

(For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?
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ﬁ\ BEGIN IN PRAYER

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen
I ))) LISTEN

o Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell in
your ears and heart.
» Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.

2 Corinthians 4:1-6

Since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart.
We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice
cunning or to falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we
commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. And even if
our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves
for Jesus' sake. For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ.

REFLECT & SHARE

o) Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.
o What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?
(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)
o What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?
o How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus?
o (For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?
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j\ BEGIN IN PRAYER

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen
Ii] ))> LISTEN

» Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell
in your ears and heart.
o Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.

Acts 11:19-26

Those who were scattered because of the persecution that took place over Stephen traveled as
far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke the word to no one except Jews. But
among them were some men of Cyprus and Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch, spoke to the
Hellenists also, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great
number became believers and turned to the Lord. News of this came to the ears of the church
in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he
rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion; for
he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were brought
to the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him, he
brought him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they met with the church and taught
a great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called “Christians.”

REFLECT & SHARE

°o Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.

What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?
(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)

What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?
How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus?

(For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?




