
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen 

Adapted for Small Group, Family, & Individual Use 

DWELLING IN THE WORD

BEGIN IN PRAYER

LISTEN

OCTOBER 2023

Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell in
your ears and heart. 
Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.

REFLECT & SHARE

What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?

What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?
How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus? 
(For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together? 

(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions. 

Matthew 24:36-42
But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son,  
but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man.  For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man.
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two women will be
grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. Keep awake, therefore,
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 



Adapted for Small Group, Family, & Individual Use 

DWELLING IN THE WORD

BEGIN IN PRAYER

LISTEN

NOVEMBER 2023

Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell in
your ears and heart. 
Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.

REFLECT & SHARE

What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?

What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?
How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus? 
(For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together? 

(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen
asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who
are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For
the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore
encourage one another with these words.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen 



Adapted for Small Group, Family, & Individual Use 

DWELLING IN THE WORD

BEGIN IN PRAYER

LISTEN

DECEMBER 2023

Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell
in your ears and heart. 
Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.

REFLECT & SHARE

What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?

What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?
How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus? 
(For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together? 

(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions. 

Ephesians 6:10-18
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of
righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the
gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit,
with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making
supplication for all the saints.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen 


