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j\ BEGIN IN PRAYER

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

|<] ))) LISTEN ever. Amen

o Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell in
your ears and heart.

 Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.
John 20:11-18
Mary Magdalene stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why
are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not
know where they have laid him." When she had said this, she turned around and saw
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman,
why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener,
she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him,
and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, "Rabbouni!”" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me,
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them,
‘T am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God." Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told
them that he had said these things to her.

REFLECT & SHARE

°o Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.

What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?
(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)

What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?
How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus?

(For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?
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jk BEGIN IN PRAYER

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

Iil ))) LISTEN ever. Amen

o Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell in
your ears and heart.

o Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.
Acts 1:1-11
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
"This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." So when they had come
together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to
Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."

Q REFLECT & SHARE
O

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.

What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?
(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)

What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?
How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus?

(For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?
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ﬁ\ BEGIN IN PRAYER

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

|<] ) ever. Amen
) ) LISTEN

o Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the Word dwell
in your ears and heart.

» Hear the passage read again, by another voice or in another translation if possible.
Matthew 10:7-16
Jesus said to the twelve, “As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven
has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You
received without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper
in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers
deserve their food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy,
and stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy,
let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. If
anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your
feet as you leave that house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the
land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. “See, I am
sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and
innocent as doves.”

Q REFLECT & SHARE

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and
then share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.

What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention?
(Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step.)

What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable?
How does this help you understand our purpose as disciples of Jesus?

(For groups:) What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?




