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Report to the 238th Diocesan Convention 
from the Clergy Sabbatical Fund Committee 

 
2021 was a quiet year for the Clergy Sabbatical Fund Committee.  Due to the pandemic, we held no 
workshops or fund-raising/celebration events, nor did we receive any applications from priests for 
grants for sabbaticals to be taken in 2022.   
 
We did gather virtually as a Committee with Fr. Pedro Guzman of San Andres, Camden and his daughter 
on Zoom on December 17 for a de-briefing of his sabbatical experience, for which we approved a grant 
in 2019.  He was away October 3-27, 2021: abbreviated because the pandemic limited the fund-raising 
which his church could do to supplement the $8,000 max grant from this Committee.  Fr. Guzman spent 
a week in Germany learning about the experiences of some of the immigrants who re-settle in that 
country.  The same week, San Andres had a program on immigration.  Next, Fr. Guzman’s wife joined 
him in Italy, where they renewed their wedding vows in Venice, while San Andres had a program for 
families to share experiences as a family.  Finally, he traveled to the Dominican Republic, where he went 
on a silent retreat and then had time with family there, while San Andres enjoyed a one-day lay-led 
spiritual retreat.  Clergy coverage was provided for the congregation throughout the month. 
 
This Committee welcomes applications from priests who have never been on sabbatical before and who 
are eligible for sabbaticals in accordance with our diocesan Sabbatical Policy.  This includes those who 
are serving with contracts as Priests-in-Charge of congregations.  Applications for grants for 2023 
sabbaticals will be accepted during the month of September, 2022.  Grants will be awarded by the end 
of October, 2022.  Prospective applicants should assume that the cap of $8,000 for any individual 
grant will remain the same for this grant cycle, and be aware that not all grants may be at that level. 
 
All applicants, like Fr. Guzman and San Andres, Camden, should plan to fund part of the priest and 
congregation’s sabbatical expenses from sources other than this Fund.  All of the members of this 
Committee are available to consult with any priest who is considering a sabbatical and any lay members 
of a congregation who want to learn about what sabbatical can mean for both priest and congregation.  
Thoughtful reflection and planning are vital.  Please contact me at therevfah50@hotmail.com before 
applying. 
 
The Lily Foundation offers much larger grants for clergy sabbaticals.  Applicants to them embrace a very 
detailed application process and compete with clergy nation-wide and from many denominations.  We 
can share experiences of this application process. 
 
The Clergy Sabbatical Fund exists solely because of specifically designated gifts to the Fund from 
individuals and congregations.  It does not receive anything from the diocesan budget, nor are there any 
endowment funds earmarked for it.  We received $200 in contributions in 2021.  We had no expenses.  
The balance in the Fund on January 25, 2021 was $31,060.48.  The balance in the Fund on December 31, 
2021 was $38, 231.63, which includes dividends reinvested and the net increase in value of its shares in 
the Diocesan Investment Trust in 2021.  We are hoping to have a celebratory fund-raising dinner in our 
cathedral in late fall 2022, as we did in 2019.  Watch for an announcement. 
 
Finally, I thank the members of this Committee, who are all founding members, and who continue to 
give joyfully their varied talents and perspectives to our mission.  Please feel free to contact me or any of 
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them:  Ms. Wendy Hallstrom (Church of the Holy Spirit, Lebanon), the Rev. Joanna Hollis (Christ Church, 
New Brunswick), the Rev. Ophelia Laughlin (St. Matthew’s, Pennington), the Rev. Juan Monge-Santiago 
(All Saints’ Lakewood) and myself (retired, and Priest Associate, St. Francis, Dunellen).  Many thanks 
especially to Fr. Juan for serving as the “coach” for Fr. Guzman and for his congregation in preparation 
for their sabbaticals. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
(The Rev. Canon Dr.) Francis A. Hubbard 
Chair 


