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The Reentering, Reopening and Reimaging Task Force 

 

In March of 2020, in response to the global pandemic of COVID-19 and the State of New Jersey’s 

quarantine measures, The Rt. Rev. William Stokes took the extraordinary measure to close all churches in 

the Diocese of New Jersey for in-person worship. In May of 2020, Bishop Stokes invited a group of lay and 

clergy to create a process to help the congregations return to worship in-person with precautions that 

met both the public health crisis and the needs of the congregations. Thus began the working group called 

the Reentering, Reopening and Reimaging Task Force (or, more affectionately, the RRR TF).   

We are blessed to have an extraordinary group of people with various talents, including in the fields of 

medicine, public health, mental health, the law, theology, and liturgy.  Using the motto, “This is how we 

love one another,” based on John 13:34, and relying on our faith and scientific research, the members of 

the RRR TF worked diligently to create guidelines that allowed for in-person worship during a pandemic 

and a process to implement those guidelines in congregations. Through this process, congregations began 

to reopen in late June 2020 after 3 months of no in-person worship.  

Fortunately, the process was adaptable to meet the needs and experience of the congregations and 

adjustable to the new information from scientific research and state regulations. Most congregations re-

opened to some form of in-person worship by the end of 2020.  

With the development and delivery of vaccines in early 2021, we were hopeful that most of our work was 

complete by the end of May.  However, viruses mutate, and we were confronted with the dangerous Delta 

variant in the summer of 2021 and the highly contagious Omicron variant in November/December.  These 

events required reverting to earlier precautions as outlined in the guidelines. The diligence of all members 

of the Diocese helped keep each other as safe as possible; there are no known cases of COVID-19 

transmitted during a church function.   

We are grateful for the tremendous and thorough work offered by all the members of the RRR Task Force.  

Most of that work has been completed, and while there are updates from time to time, the Task Force as 

a whole is no longer needed in quite the same way.  We deeply appreciate and give thanks for the time 

and talents of the Task Force Members.  
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