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EPISCOPAL ELECTIONS IN THE DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY 

THE LAST NINETY YEARS 

As our Diocese enters the search process for our XIII Bishop, I felt it appropriate that this report take a look at 

our past Episcopal elections.  This proved a larger and more time-consuming task than expected. I was surprised 

as well by the dearth of information on Bishop’s elections in the Archives.  As a result, this report considers the 

more recent searches and elections of our Bishops.  My intention is to produce an Historiographer’s report cover-

ing those earlier Episcopal elections in the next year or two. 

The Diocese of New Jersey has undergone nineteen Episcopal elections since its founding in 1784. Thirteen were 

for the election of Diocesan Bishops, six for Suffragan or Coadjutor. The first one, in 1797, elected the Revd Uzal 

Ogden of Trinity Church, Newark, NJ, but he did not receive approval of the House of Bishops due to opposition 

from the Rt. Revd William White, who accused Mr. Ogden of ‘Methodistical tendencies.’ 

The Diocese has also been served by three Assisting Bishops, the Rt Revd Herbert Donovan, Rt Revd David 

Joslin and the Rt Revd Sylvestre Romero who were appointed by the Standing Committee. 

The first successful Episcopal election was held in 1815, and that selected our first Diocesan, the Rt. Revd. John 

Croes, a disciple of Bishop White.   

Over the 224 years several men (and they have all been men) have been elected on the first ballot.  The longest 

election took 13 ballots over the two days it took to elect Bishop William H. Odenheimer in 1859. 

+ + +

At a Special Convention of the Diocese held on January 7, 1936, the Rt Revd Paul Matthews, our fifth Bishop 

called for Episcopal assistance following the retirement of Bishop Coadjutor Knight and the death of Bishop 

Suffragan Urban, both of which occurred in 1935. Bishop Matthews specified that the members of Convention 

should decide whether they should elect a Suffragan or a Coadjutor.  The vote was strongly in favor of a Coadju-

tor (Bishop Matthews was by then 69 years old).  “The Committee for the consideration of nominees for the 

Office of Bishop Coadjutor” was immediately created.  Its membership, all male, consisted of eight priests and 

seven laymen and organized itself immediately following the convention.  On the next day, they sent out an invi-

tation for recommendations from every member of the diocesan clergy “and through them the lay delegates to 

this convention.”  They received 43 responses, which were reviewed over the course of five weekly meetings 

concluding on February 22.  Committee members not only read over the nominations, but also travelled to per-

sonally interview many of the candidates and compiled a table of salaries of all the active bishops of the Episco-

pal Church.   

The Committee’s formal report was issued for the Special Convention on March 10, 1936 in which they submit-

ted five candidates for convention: the Revd John Crocker (New Jersey), the Revd Don Frank Fenn (Maryland), 

the Revd Wallace John Gardner (New York), the Revd Louis Wetherbee Pitt (Pennsylvania, but previously 

served three churches in the city and diocese of Newark) and the Revd Thomas Ayres Sparks (Pennsylvania).  
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The Revd Wallace Gardner was elected on the fifth ballot, was consecrated on June 3, 1936 and became VI 

Bishop of New Jersey upon the retirement of Bishop Matthews in 1937. 

Bishop Gardner served without episcopal assistance for the first eight years of his episcopate, which covered 

the end of the Great Depression and World War II.  In 1943, he oversaw the purchase and renovation of our 

current Diocesan headquarters at 808 West State Street.  He called for the election of a Suffragan during the 

first half of 1945, and the Ven. Alfred Lothian Banyard was elected on the first ballot on May 8.  He was con-

secrated on September 29, 1945.  During this time, Trinity Cathedral was completed as we know it today and 

the first service was held on January 24, 1954.  Bishop Gardner died nine months later on 22 October 1954. 

On January 8, 1955, Bishop Banyard was easily elected over the only other nominee, the Revd Samuel Whitney 

Hale, Rector of the Church of the Advent in Boston.   

+  +  +   

Bishop Banyard called for a Suffragan in 1966. Out of 17 candidates (10% of the clergy at the convention) the 

Revd Canon Alfred Van Duzer was elected on the fifth ballot over the only other serious contender, the Revd 

Canon Joseph Hall, III. Oral tradition suggests that Van Duzer was not Bishop Banyard’s first choice, which 

left the new Suffragan a less than fulfilling role in his new office. (This information was sufficiently known 

that the relationship between the two Bishops was used as a cautionary tale when the Diocese of Newark was 

debating electing a Suffragan under the Rt Revd John S. Spong). 

As Bishop Banyard prepared to retire, he called for the election of a coadjutor in 1972. Bishop Van Duzer was 

elected over the Rt Revd Albert Swift (Southeast Florida), the Revd Richard J. Hardman (NJ – Westfield), the 

Revd Douglas Burgoyne (W. Mass., but born in Orange, NJ) and the Revd Howard G. Clark (Director of de-

velopment at PDS). 

+ + + 

Bishop Van Duzer quickly called for the election of a suffragan and the election was held   on 9 November 1974. 

On the seventh ballot, the Rev Canon G. P. Melick Belshaw was elected over the final four nominees. They 

were the Revd Canon Russell A Smith, the Revd Canon Gilbert D. Martin and the Revd Charles E. Farr. 

On 24 April 1982, Bishop Belshaw was elected coadjutor on the first ballot as Bishop Van Duzer approached 

retirement. He was elected over the Revd Canon Ronald Albury (NJ), The Venerable Robert Hayman (Olympia), 

the Revd Paul Johansen (SW Florida), the Revd Canon Gilbert Martin (NJ) and the Revd Charles Arlin (NJ). 

 

Following Bishop Van Duzer’s example, Bishop Belshaw called for the election of a suffragan in 1983. This is 
the first indication I have found from the records that there was a specific nominating committee report with 
biographies of the candidates sent to the entire convention. The September issue of the Church News reported, 

The report of the Nominating Committee for the Election of a Suffragan Biship (sic) was mailed to all mem-

bers of diocesan Convention in August. It contains biographical information, a personal statement, and a state-

ment of endorsement for each of the nominees. Additional copies of the complete report are available on request 

at Diocesan House…The Nominating Committee, headed by the Rev. Richard Bowers, has received the 

names of twelve nominees for the position. 

Document 28



I have been unable to locate a copy of this report. 

The nominees were: the Revd Ronald P. Connor (RI), the Revd Paul A. Westman (NJ), the Revd Canon William 

H. Paul (NJ), the Revd Paul Neuer (NJ), the Revd Canon Ronald G. Albury (NJ), the Rt Revd Philip E. Elder 

(NJ), the Revd Jerry M. Doublisky (NJ), the Revd Robert H. Maitland (Newark), the Revd David H. Hamilton 

(Newark), the Revd Canon Vincent K. Pettit (NJ), the Revd Stephen A. Wisner (NJ), and the Revd J. Wesley Van-

naman (NJ). From this crowd, the Revd Canon Vincent K Pettit, Rector of Christ Church Toms River was elect-

ed. 

Bishop Belshaw called for the election of a coadjutor in 1992. The Nominating Committee prepared and sent 

out a questionnaire to every congregation in the Diocese and invited rank and file parishioners to offer their po-

sitions and opinions on church matters.  Nominated were the Revd John Croneberger (Newark), the Revd Joe 

Morris Doss (California), the Revd Herbert Draesel (NY), the Revd Mike Goldberg (NJ), the Revd Dr. David 

Hegg (Newark), the Revd C. Hugh Hildesley (NY), the Revd Barry Howe (SW Florida), and the Revd Virginia 

Sheay (NJ), and the Revd Nicholson B. White (Ohio). On 18 June 1993, the Revd J. M. Doss was elected on the 

third ballot.  In spite of the Nominating Committee’s attempt at including all voices in the conversation over this 

election, the participation of lay deputies at the electing convention was very poor.  There were only between 210

-220 lay electors out of a possible 640 or so present.  This means that Bishop Doss, whose episcopate was so 

fraught, was elected by a minority of a minority of lay deputies.  Compare this to ten years later, where there were 

410 lay deputies who participated in Bishop Councell’s electing convention and nearly 400 at Bishop Stokes’ elec-

tion.  

After the resignation and retirement of Bishop Doss, the Standing Committee called for the election of a Dioce-

san Bishop in 2002. The Diocesan search committee submitted five names to Convention, three more were 

nominated by petition. The committee’s candidates were: the Revd George E. Councell (Chicago), the Ven. 

Mark Hollingsworth (Mass.), the Rt Rev Rodney Michel (Suffragan, LI), the Revd Ladson Mills III (E. Tenn.), 

the Revd Canon Petero Sabune (NY). Those nominated by petition were: the Revd Michael Goldberg (SE Flor-

ida), the Revd Canon Donald Muller (Bethlehem) – both of these men were alumni of the Diocese of NJ, and 

the Revd Peter Stimson (NJ). On May 3, 2003, Fr. Councell led from the first ballot and was elected on the 

third. Interestingly, the two front runners from the beginning, Councell and Archdeacon Hollingsworth (who 

later became Bishop of Ohio) were at the top of the ballot.  Bishop Councell was consecrated at Trinity Cathe-

dral on October 18, 2003. 

 

Bishop Councell announced his retirement in 2012 and called for the election of a Diocesan to immediately suc-

ceed him.  The Episcopal Election Committee released the “Report on the Nominations of the Twelfth Bishop 

of New Jersey” on 28 January 2013.  That booklet, assembled by the Canon for Communications Cynthia McFar-

land contained 

…brief biographies, photographs, and responses to question asked of 11 nominees. We present this material for considera-

tion and prayerful discernment by al members of the diocese, and especially those who are delegates to the Electing Conven-

tion on May 4, 2013. 

This report is available in the Diocesan Archives. 

 

The committee’s nominees were: the Revd David Anderson (CT); the Revd Dr. Joan Beilstein (MD); the Revd 

Dr. Allen F. Robinson, (MD); the Revd Canon Melissa M. Skelton (Olympia), later elected a bishop in the Angli-

can Church of Canada; the Revd Canon William H. Stokes (SE Florida); and The Revd Martha Vásquez (Calif.).  

Nominated by petition were the Revd Canon Dr. Francisco Pozo (NJ), the Very Revd René John (NJ) and the 
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Revd Canon Donald J. Muller (NJ).  At the convention, Canon Stokes led from the first ballot, but was only 

elected on the sixth, with Dr. Robinson and Canon Skelton closely behind the whole way.  It has been comment-

ed upon that a white male nosed out a woman and African-American candidate and may be understood as a 

symptom of the historical conservatism of the Diocese stretching back to the days of Bishop Banyard.   See table 

below from the Living Church, May 6, 2013, “New Jersey Elects 12th Bishop”. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted  

 

The Revd Canon Richard C. Wrede 

Archivist and Historiographer  

Diocese of New Jersey 
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