
Frequently Asked Question About the School for Ministry 

 

What is the schedule of upcoming Episcopal Servant Ministry seminars? 

Each seminar consists of 3 sessions.  Participants must attend all 3 sessions.  Registration for 
each seminar is limited to 15.  2021 ESM seminars are scheduled for the following dates & 
times: 

May Seminar, on Saturdays, May 8, 15, and 22, from 2:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
July Seminar, on Sunday, July 11, 18, and 25, from 2:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
August Seminar, on Thursdays, August 5, 12, and 26, from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
September Seminar, on Saturdays, September 11, 18, and 25, from 2:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
October/November Seminar, on Sundays, October 31, November 7, and November 21, 
from 2:00 – 4:30 p.m.   

Can students enter the School at any time? 

New students enter the School for Ministry at the beginning of each session.  This year, the 
Summer Session will begin June 12th; the Fall Session will begin September 11th; the Winter 
Session will begin November 20th.  Students who are registered for an upcoming session are 
invited (but not required) to participate in the Gathering Weekend that precedes that 
session.   Each year, a single day Re-Orientation Day is held before the Fall Session.  In 
2021, the Re-Orientation Day is scheduled for Saturday, August 28th. 

How demanding is the course work? 

Students must complete the assigned readings for each course weekly.  Most courses require 
students to contribute to online discussion boards in advance of each class.  All students 
complete a 2-page reflection at the end of each course.  At the conclusion of each course, 
students who anticipate a journey toward ordained ministry must also complete a 
substantive project that demonstrates the competencies required in the subject area by the 
canons that govern ordination.   

Do I have to be great with technology to manage classes? 

You do not need to be a techno-wizard to study in the School for Ministry.  You simply need 
to be willing to learn how to successfully participate in online learning.  The students with 
more experience using technology are always willing to help those for whom online learning 
is newer. 

What can you say about the students in the School? 

We are a bit of a motley crew.  The current cohort consists of 16-20 students from across the 
diocese.  We range from youngish to “more seasoned” in age and experience.   Some of us are 



retired, some of us wish we were retired, and some of us love the secular work we do.  We 
participate actively in our churches.  We work in our communities, helping when and where 
and in what manner it is needed.  We are gardeners, nurses, law enforcement officers, moms 
& dads/grandmas & grandpas, teachers, deacons, EMTs, Canons, social workers, prison 
ministers, and The Hoagie Master.  We are all followers of the Lord.  We are all lovers of 
God’s people.  We are all passionate about servant-leadership. 

What are the costs and are scholarship funds available? 

The fee for each course is currently $200.  Most students take 8 courses per year, incurring a 
$1600 annual expense.  Students are invoiced by the diocese and payments are made directly 
to the diocese.  Parishes may commit to supporting students, and where possible, are expected 
to contribute toward the expenses of those who anticipate a journey toward 
ordination.  Scholarship funds may be available also, where needed. 

Students should additionally consider the costs of course books, Gathering Weekends, and 
Clinical Pastoral Education are additional.   

When and where are Gathering Weekends held? 

Gathering Weekends are scheduled for the following dates:  June 4 – 6, 2021; November 12 – 14, 
2021; February 25 – 27, 2022; and June 13-15, 2022.  The locations are yet to be 
determined.  Prior Gathering Weekends were held at Mother Mary Joseph Hospitality House in 
Cherry Hill, NJ, and at the Upper Room in Neptune, NJ.  Because of the pandemic, the last three 
Gathering Weekends have been virtual.   We are eager to return to in-person Gathering 
Weekends.  

Where can I find a nutshell version of the ministry of the deacon? 

The Rite of Ordination of a Deacon lays out the essential responsibilities of the 
deacon.  (BCP p. 543) These include: 

• Studying the scriptures, seeking nourishment from them, modeling your life on them 

• Making Christ and Christ’s redemptive love known by word and example to those among 
whom you live, work, and worship 

• Interpreting for the church the needs, concerns, & hopes of the world 

• Assisting the bishop & priests in public worship and in the ministration of God’s Word 
and sacraments  

• At all times, showing that we serve Christ himself when we serve the helpless 

How could the School for Ministry strengthen my lay ministry?   

We are blessed to have several committed lay leaders as students. When asked this question, 
one pointed out that the spiritual life is enriched as we study because studying can be a form 
of praying.  What we learn overflows in our ministry and is shared with others.  Ultimately, 



the experience of being a colleague on different ministry paths allows me to experience and 
embrace and to be embraced by the wholeness of our Church.   

What other steps must I take if I hope to move toward ordained ministry through the 
School for Deacons? 

It is strongly recommended that you begin working with a Spiritual Director in the earliest 
part of your journey.    

Once you submit a Discerner Application, the Commission on Ministry will assist and guide 
you toward Postulancy.  Postulants are accompanied and guided either by the Committee on 
Priesthood or by the Committee on the Diaconate. 

I still have questions.  How do I get answers? 

You are welcome to email njschoolforministry@gmail.com with any other questions. 
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