
RECOVERY SUNDAY
[insert date]

WELCOME!
O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you:

Look with compassion upon all who through addiction

have lost their health and freedom.

Restore to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy;

remove from them the fears that beset them;

strengthen them in the work of their recovery;

and to those who care for them,

give patient understanding

and persevering love.

Amen



[insert name of church]

We hope you will find reflected in our worship the help and friendship,

hope and courage that all in recovery are privileged to enjoy. As a service

of the Diocese of New Jersey our liturgy reflects Christian tradition as

expressed in the Episcopal Church. At the same time, please know that all

who seek a deeper relationship with the God of their understanding are

honored here as we express a collective attitude of gratitude to the higher

power of all.

This celebration is offered in thanksgiving for the many 12-step groups

that gather within the walls of our congregations from week to week and

for the precious gift of recovery we share with millions around the world.

The hospitality of the Lord’s Table extends to all without exception. If you

do not want to receive Holy Communion and would prefer a blessing

instead, please cross your arms over your chest. In solidarity with all in

recovery, grape juice is being used instead of wine.

Cover Prayer is taken from The Book of Common Prayer;

“56.  For the Victims of Addiction”
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PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE

[insert name]

Celebrant

[insert name]

Preacher

[insert name]

Deacon of the Mass

[insert names]

Lectors

[insert names]

Oblation Bearers
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

The people stand

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen

People: The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.

The King of Love My Shepherd Is

Text: Henry W. Baker, 186887 87 Tune: Irish Melody; ST. COLUMBA
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harm. From The English Hymnal, 1906 www.hymnary.org/text/
Deacon: Let us recall those suggested steps that lead up to establish a meaningful and

personal relationship with our Higher Power:

Step 1: We admitted we are powerless over alcohol or drugs -- that our lives

had become unmanageable.

Step 2: Came to believe that a power greater than ourselves could restore us

to sanity.

Step 3: Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God

as we understood him.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Most gracious God: Our hope and promise of new life are made visible and accessible

to all.  So look with compassion upon us and all whose lives are affected by the disease

of addiction.  Restore to us the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from us the

fears that beset us; strengthen us in the work of our recovery; and, to ourselves and all

who love us, give patient understanding and persevering love. Amen.

The people are seated

First Reading:

The great mystery is: “Why do some of us die alcoholic deaths, fighting to preserve the

‘independence’ of our ego, while others seem to sober up effortlessly in A.A.?”  Help

from a Higher Power, the gift of sobriety, came to me when an otherwise unexplained

desire to stop drinking coincided with my willingness to accept the suggestions of the

men and women of A.A.  I had to surrender, for only by reaching out to God and my

fellows could I be rescued.  [Daily Reflections, p. 41]

Here ends the reading.
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Psalm 30:

I give you all the credit, God –
You got me out of that mess,
You didn’t let my foes gloat.

God, my God, I yelled for help
and you put me together.

God, you pulled me out of the grave,
Gave me another chance at life
When I was down-and-out.

All you saints! Sing your hearts out to God!
Thank him to his face!

He gets angry once in a while, but across
a lifetime there is only love.

The nights of crying your eyes out
Give way to days of laughter.

When things were going great
I crowed, “I’ve got it made.

I’m God’s favorite.
He made me king of the mountain.”

Then you looked the other way
and I fell to pieces.

I called out to you, God;
I laid my case before you:

“Can you sell me for a profit when I’m dead?
auction me off at a cemetery yard sale?

When I’m ‘dust to dust’ my songs
and stories of you won’t sell.

So listen! and be kind!
Help me out of this!”

You did it: you changed wild lament
into whirling dance
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You ripped off my black mourning band
and decked me with wildflowers.

I’m about to burst with song;
I can’t keep quiet about you.

God, my God,
I can’t thank you enough.

[From The Message]

Second Reading:

And acceptance is the answer to all my problems today. When I am disturbed, it is
because I find some person, place, thing, or situation – some fact of my life –
unacceptable to me, and I can find no serenity until I accept that person, place, thing,
or situation as being exactly the way it is supposed to be at this moment. Nothing,
absolutely nothing, happens in God’s world by mistake. Until I could accept my
alcoholism, I could not stay sober; unless I accept life completely on life’s terms, I
cannot be happy. I need to concentrate not so much on what needs to be changed in
the world as to what needs to be changed in me and in my attitudes.

[From Alcoholics Anonymous, p.417]

Here ends the reading.

The people stand.
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Sequence Hymn

Words: James Quinn (b. 1919), based on prayer att. to Francis of Assisi (1182–1226)

Music: Dickinson College, Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. (1923–1979)

Copyright:       Words: Copyright ©, James Quinn, SJ, printed by permission of Geoffrey Chapman, a division of

Casssell Ltd. Music: Copyright © 1962, Theodore Presser Co. Used by permission of the publisher.
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The Gospel:  John 20:19-31

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

Following the Gospel

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ

The people are seated.

The Sermon: [insert name]

The people Stand.

Prayers of the People

Deacon and people pray responsively

Lord, we cried out to you from the pain of our addiction. In your great mercy you

heard us and granted us your gift of recovery. May we always be grateful and willing

to grow along spiritual lines.

Lord, you brought us to our senses and awakened us to a new dimension of your

reality; a world free from addiction and blessed by your presence. May we see your

loving purpose in all things. Relieve us now from the bondage of self as you teach us

to live and let live, one day at a time.

Lord, we now are willing that you should have all of us, to make of us and do with us as

you will. Remove from us now every defect of character that stands in the way of

our usefulness to you and to our neighbor.

Lord, we pray for healing in our families, in our workplaces and in all our relationships

as well as for the comfort and healing  of alcoholics and addicts and all who suffer.

That they know a new freedom and a new happiness.
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Lord we commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be

fulfilled.  We pray especially for those who have shown us the way to recovery; for the

founders of our fellowships, for sponsors and for friends; for those known and

unknown to us who died sober and for those who died in their illness. They taught us

to love and to be grateful.  They are with us in the Fellowship of the Spirit.

Confession

Deacon: Approaching the confession of our defects of character, let us keep in heart

and mind those suggested steps that call us to honest self-examination and

amendment of life:

Step 4: Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves.

Step: 5: Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact

nature of our wrongs.

Step 6: Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.

Step 7: Humbly asked him to remove our shortcomings.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The people kneel

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

God, grant us the serenity

to accept the things we cannot change,

courage to change the things we can
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and wisdom to know the difference;

living one day at a time; enjoying one moment

at a time; accepting hardships as the pathway
to peace; Taking, as He did, this sinful world as
it is, not as I would have it; Trusting that He will
make all things right if I surrender to His will;
that I may be reasonably happy in this life and
supremely happy with Him forever in the next. Amen.

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

The people stand

Deacon:  Standing together in God’s mercy and blessing, we recall those steps that
direct us toward right relationship with one another:

Step: 8: Made a list of all persons we had harmed and became willing to make
amends to them all.

Step 9: Made direct amends to such people wherever possible, except when
to do so would injure them or others.

Step 10: Continued to take personal inventory and when we were wrong,
promptly admitted it.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements
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Celebrant’s Offertory Sentence

Offertory Anthem: [insert appropriate name]

Today’s offering is received for the work of the Commission on Alcohol and Drug
Abuse of the Diocese of New Jersey and for programs to benefit addicted persons in
this parish.

The Holy Communion

The people stand

Deacon: Let us now remember our next step that leads us into a deeper
continuing relationship with God:

Step 11: Sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious
contact with God as we understood him, praying only for knowledge
of his will for us and the power to carry that out.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God,
living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and forever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
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Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and,
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise.  Joining with
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify
your Name, as we sing,

Title: The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus

Music: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797–1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)

Copyright: Adaptation copyright © 1985, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.
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Celebrant:  We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power.  Your mighty works reveal
your wisdom and love.  You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into
our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your
creatures.  When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to
the power of death.  In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we
might find you.  Again and again, you called us into covenant with you, and through
the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only
Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as
one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to
prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation
new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us,
he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work
in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them
he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you.  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this in
remembrance of me.”

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death
and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your
right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have
given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
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We praise you, we bless you,
We give thanks to you,
And we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon
us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your
holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your
Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a
living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord your holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of
your Christ.  Reveal its unity, guard its faith and preserve it in peace.

Remember Bill and Lois Wilson, Bob Smith, Sam Shoemaker, all of us gathered and
everyone who suffers the pains of addiction and codependence. Show us the way to
new life and new hope with your grace in our lives and your peace in our hearts.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor
with you in ages past.  We praise you in union with them and give you glory through
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Deacon:  Holding hands in solidarity let us pray the words Jesus taught:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom. The power, and the
glory, for ever and ever.  Amen
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The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant:  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People: Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Communion

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn

Congregation sings the following refrain at the beginning and after each verse.  Our

soloist will sing the 3 verses.

Words: Psalm 34
Music: James E. Moore, Jr.
Copyright: © 1992 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Chicago, IL All Rights Reserved.
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Post-Communion Prayer

Deacon:  We now share our final step, which leads up to a sense of common purpose

as we prepare to move forward in faith and in hope.

Step 12: Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we tried

to carry this message to others, and to practice these principles in all

our affairs.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Closing Hymn

Section: Christ our Lord

Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880–1931); tr. Eleanor H. Hull (1860–1935), alt.

Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. David Evans (1874–1948)

Copyright: Words: This hymn appears courtesy of the Estate of Eleanor Hull and Chatto & Windus Ltd. Music:

By permission of Oxford University Press.

Meter: 10 10. 9 10
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Blessing and Dismissal

Celebrant:

May you live one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time,

accepting hardship as the pathway to peace;

taking, as Jesus did, this single world as it is,

not as you would have it;

trusting that God will make all things right,

if you surrender to his will.

And may the light, the joy and the peace of the risen Christ

bless you forevermore. Amen.

Deacon: Let us bless the Lord

Thanks be to God.
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